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C las s  E nvironmental As s es s ment Proces s



The C las s  E nvironmental As s es s ment (C las s  E A) planning process is followed by municipalities in Ontario when 
planning for new infrastructure. This process allows for public, technical agency, and Indigenous community consultation 
and input. 
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C las s  E nvironmental As s es s ment Proces s  - S chedules



Schedule A: normal or emergency operational and maintenance activities;

Schedule A+: as above and public must be advised prior to implementation;

Schedule B: upgrades/expansions to existing facilities; and

Schedule C: new facilities and major expansions to existing facilities

June 6, 2019, More Homes, More C hoice Act, the Environmental Assessment Act (E AA) amended
• S chedule A and A+ projects exempt
• S chedule B  and C  projects follow process

Project classification changes, e.g. intake pipe from Schedule B to A+

C las s  E nvironmental As s es s ment Proces s  - Updates



July 2020, Bill 197, streamline EA process, project list approach, Section 16 Order 

March 2023, changes proposed to Ontario EA process
• C lass EA requirements evaluation of infrastructure projects
• Project list approach under EAA
• S treamlining comprehensive EA process

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment, Municipal Engineers Association, March 2023

C las s  E nvironmental As s es s ment Proces s  - Updates



S takeholder  G roups



Municipalities

Indigenous Communities or First Nations, Inuit and Métis Communities

Local Residents and Businesses

Local Interest Groups
• B usiness Associations
• Developer G roups
• Environmental Protection C oalitions

Utilities

Approval Agencies
• Provincial (e.g. Ministry of Environment, C onservation and Parks)
• Federal (e.g. Fisheries and Oceans C anada)
• C onservation Authorities 

S takeholder  &  R ights holder  G roups



Firs t Nations , Inuit and Métis  C ons ultation – ME A G uideline



Firs t Nations , Inuit and Métis  C ons ultation – ME A G uideline

Municipal C lass Environmental Assessment, Municipal Engineers 
Association, March 2023



92. We call upon the corporate sector in C anada to adopt the United Nations Declaration on the R ights 
of Indigenous Peoples as a reconciliation framework and to apply its principles, norms, and standards 
to corporate policy and core operational activities involving Indigenous peoples and their lands and 
resources.

This would include, but not be limited to, the following:

Commit to meaningful consultation, building respectful relationships, and obtaining the free, prior, 
and informed consent of Indigenous peoples before proceeding with economic development 
projects.

Ensure that Aboriginal peoples have equitable access to jobs, training, and education opportunities 
in the corporate sector, and that Aboriginal communities gain long-term sustainable benefits from 
economic development projects.

Provide education for management and staff on the history of Aboriginal peoples, including the 
history and legacy of residential schools, the United Nations Declaration on the R ights of Indigenous 
Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, Indigenous law, and Aboriginal-C rown relations. This will 
require skills -based training in intercultural competency, conflict resolution, human rights, and anti-
racism.

Truth and R econciliation – C alls  to Action



Treaties are legally binding agreements that set out the rights, responsibilities and relationships to 
federal and/or provincial governments (Treaties Recognition Week Nov 5-11, 2023)

Firs t Nations , Inuit and Métis  R ights holders  - Treaties

Treaties, Ministry of Indigenous Affairs,  Oct 25, 2023: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/treaties



Firs t Nations , Inuit and Métis  R ights holders  - Treaties

Treaty Map, Ministry of Indigenous Affairs,  Oct 25, 2023: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/treaties



S ection 
16 Order

The C las s  E nvironmental As s es s ment (C las s  E A) planning process is followed by municipalities in Ontario when 
planning for new infrastructure. This process allows for public, technical agency, and Indigenous community consultation 
and input. 
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C las s  E nvironmental As s es s ment Proces s  – S ection 16 Order



Previously Part II Order

S ection 16 Order if:

outstanding concerns that a project going through a Class E A process may have a potential adverse 
impact on “constitutionally protected Aboriginal and treaty rights”

an Order may prevent, mitigate or remedy this impact

A S ection 16 Order may require proponent:

Submit an application for approval of the project before proceeding - Individual Environmental 
Assessment

Meet further conditions in addition to the conditions in the Class EA:
• Further study
• Monitoring
• C onsultation

S ection 16 Order



C ons ultation C as e S tudy – Public  Input

Public C oncerns

Aesthetics

Odour

Environmental Impacts

Mitigation, resolution

Education

Ongoing conversation

Engagement of municipal staff



C ons ultation C as e S tudy – Indigenous  S takeholder  C ons ultation

Engagement

Field study and report review

Financial Compensation

Timely Consultation

C onflict Resolution

Education of peers and municipal staff

Culturally appropriate engagement
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