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Ou r G oa l:
C a n a d a  to b e  th e  
firs t G 7 c ou n try  to 
re a c h   n e t ze ro.

To a c c e le ra te  th e  tra n s ition ,  w e  n e e d  to 
ra pid ly  la u n c h ,  c om m e rc ia lize ,  a n d  s c a le  

c lim a te  s olu tion s . 

W ith the  s upport of our He lix 5  pa rtne rs  -

innova tors , ind us try , inve s tors , g ove rnm e nt, 
a nd  a c a d e m ia  - Fore s ig ht is  re le ntle s s ly  

d riving  c le a nte c h innova tion in C a na d a . 



W e  b ring  tog e the r s ta ke hold e rs  from  a c ros s  the  wa te r innova tion 
e c os ys te m  to a c c e le ra te  the  c om m e rc ia liza tion a nd  a d op tion of 
te c hnolog ie s  for the  world ’s  m os t p re s s ing  wa te r c ha lle ng e s .

w a te rNEX T is  C a n a d a ’s  
W a te r  Te c h n olog y  Ne tw ork
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A c c e le ra tion  
Prog ra m s  

for W a te r Te c h 
Sta rtup s

In d u s try  a n d  In v e s tor  
M a tc h m a k in g  
for Es ta b lis he d  

V e nture s
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In n ov a tion  
Pa rtn e rs h ip s  

with Te c hnolog y 
End  Us e rs
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S ta k e h old e r  
En g a g e m e n t 

Ac ros s  W a te r- Re la te d  
Se c tors
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G lob a l S h ow c a s e  
Op p ortu n itie s
for C a na d ia n 

W a te r Te c h 
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w a te r NEX T w or k s  to a d v a n c e  th e  C a n a d ia n  w a te r  
te c h n olog y  e c os y s te m  th r ou g h :



K e y  Foc u s  A re a s



Ou r g oa l is  to a c h ie v e  le s s  th a n  10 % 
m u n ic ip a l a n d  in d u s tr ia l w a te r  los s  
b y  20 33

wa te rNEXT will work with m a jor utilitie s  a nd  te c h c om p a ny p a rtne rs  
to d e m ons tra te  how C a na d ia n wa te r s ys te m s  c a n d e p loy C a na d ia n 
innova tion to im p rove  the ir op e ra ting  e ffic ie nc y, s ig nific a ntly re d uc e  
los s e s , a nd  c ut e ne rg y wa s te . 



W a te r  is  n ot a  
te c h n olog y  is s u e , 
b u t te c h n olog y  is  a  
c r itic a l p a rt of th e  
s olu tion . 



● How a re  you thinking  a bout 
innova tion?

● W ha t g a ps  a re  you fa c ing ?

● How a re  you id e ntify ing  
te c hnolog ie s  or s olutions ?  

Tu rn  to y ou r  n e ig h b ou r !





● 5 25  c om pa n ie s  
a s s ig n e d  

● W e ll -
d is tr ibu te d  v a lu e  
c h a in

● Tre a tm e n t 
re pre s e n ts  th e  
la rg e s t 
c on c e n tra tion

● W a s te w a te r  
tre a tm e n t a n d  
m on itor in g  /  
m a n a g e m e n t  in  
a ll prov in c e s  



W a te r  Te c h n olog y  in  C a n a d a

W a te r  Is s u e s

● A ra ng e  o f p ro b le m  ho ld e rs , inc lud ing  utilitie s , 
ind us try, m unic ip a litie s , Ind ig e no us  c o m m unitie s , 
no n- p ro fit o rg a niza tio ns , e tc .

P ilot &  V a lida tion

● Aqua Ac tion 
( Aqua Entrepre ne ur) , NRC  IRAP

● Reg iona l a nd s ec tor- s pec ific  
org a niza tions  ( e .g . AC W A)
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R e s e a rc h  &  Da ta

● No n- p ro fits : IISD, Living  La ke s  C a na d a , Da ta Stre a m , W W F 
C a na d a , Swim  Drink Fis h

● Ne two rks : C a na d ia n W a te r Ne two rk, G lo b a l W a te r Future s
● Unive rs itie s  a nd  g o ve rnm e nt re s e a rc h o rg a niza tio ns
● Re g io na l a nd  s e c to r- s p e c ific  o rg a niza tio ns  ( e .g . Atla ntic  

W a te r Ne two rk)

Id e a tion  &  In n ov a tion

● Aq ua Ac tio n ( Aq ua Ha c king ) , W a te rlutio n ( W a te r 
Inno va tio n La b )

● Re g io na l a nd  s e c to r- s p e c ific  o rg a niza tio ns  ( e .g . 
Ra in  It In)

Te c h n ic a l De v e lopm e n t

● NRC  IRAP
● Re g io na l a nd  s e c to r- s p e c ific  o rg a niza tio ns  ( e .g . OW C )

C om m e rc ia liza tion  
&  G row th

● W a terNEXT, NRC  IRAP
● Reg iona l a nd s ec tor- s pec ific  

org a niza tions  ( e .g . C DL)

A d op tion  &  Ex p ort

● Adoption: C W W A, W a terNEXT
● Export: EDC , G AC / TC S  
● Reg iona l a nd s ec tor- s pec ific  

org a niza tions  ( e .g . C OSIA)

C a n a d ia n  
W a te r  In n ov a tion  

Ec os y s te m



B C NZIN W a te r  C lu s te r

● W a te r te c h in BC  is  a  g rowing  e c os ys te m , with 10 0 + wa te r a nd  oc e a n te c h 
c om pa nie s  working  on s olutions  from  d e s a lina tion to d ig ita l te c hnolog ie s .

● C lu s te r  g oa l: Stre ng the n BC ’s  c a pa c ity  to d e ve lop a nd  d e ploy s us ta ina ble  
wa te r s olutions  a c ros s  c om m unitie s , utilitie s , a nd  ind us try .

● C lu s te r  foc u s  a re a s : 
○ W a te r &  C lim a te : Mitig a tion &  a d a p ta tion
○ C irc ula r W a te r: Re s ourc e  re c ove ry &  wa te r re us e
○ Sm a rt W a te r: Dig ita l s olutions  inc lud ing  s e ns ors , s oftwa re , a nd  a na lytic s



In n ov a tor  S p otlig h t:  S ENTR Y

● S ENTR Y is  e na b ling  b e tte r, m ore  tim e ly 
d e c is ions  a b out tre a tm e nt p roc e s s  
p e rform a nc e

● M is s ion : Ma ke  b iolog ic a l p roc e s s e s  
intuitive , s im p le , a nd  c ontrolla b le .  

● S olu tion : A rob us t re a l- tim e  b iolog ic a l 
m onitoring  p la tform  a llowing  op e ra tors  to  
und e rs ta nd  im b a la nc e  a nd  op tim ize  the ir 
p roc e s s e s

● Proje c ts : 15 0  p rob e s  ins ta lle d  g lob a lly



In n ov a tor  S p otlig h t:  Nov ion

● Nov ion wa s  found e d  in 20 21 b y a  te a m  of 
e ng ine e ring  s tud e nts  from  SFU

● M is s ion : Re d uc e  urb a n flood ing  b y 
he lp ing  c itie s  a d op t a nd  m a na g e  g re e n 
s torm wa te r infra s truc ture

● S olu tion : C lim a te  inte llig e nc e  p la tform  to 
he lp  m unic ip a litie s  m a na g e  a nd  m onitor 
the ir g re e n infra s truc ture

● Proje c ts inc lud e  Proje c t G re e nlig ht p ilot 
with C ity of V a nc ouve r



Y ou r  in n ov a tion  jou rn e y



B u y e rs  
a re   c le a r  
a b ou t th e ir  
c h a lle n g e s .

Bu d g e t 
C on s tra in ts

Low Ris k  
Tole ra n c e

W e  he a r from  c ritic a l 
s ta ke hold e rs  a nd  rig hts hold e rs  
in round ta ble s , p e e r- to- pe e r 
g roup s  a nd  1:1s  wha t is  re a lly
hold ing  the m  b a c k.

C a p a c ity  
Is s u e s

K n owle d g e  
G a p s

Re d  Ta p e  
Ba rrie rs

And  the y a re  a ll a t d iffe re nt 

s ta g e s  in the ir e fforts .

Ec os y s te m  
S u p p orts



C le a n te c h  A d op tion  Pla tform  ( C A P)
This  s e t of m a rke t- d rive  p rog ra m s  a c c e le ra te s  c onne c ting  s up p ly 
a nd  d e m a nd  with s up p orts  tha t b rid g e  the  a d op tion  g a p .

Te c h n olog y  p a th wa y s  a n d  b u s in es s  
c a s e s  to e a s e  c a p a c ity  b a rrie rs . 

B e s t- in - c la s s  d a ta b a s e to p rofile  p ilot 
p roje c ts , p rod uc ts  a nd  s e rvic e s .

Op p ortu n itie s for c oord ina te d b ulk 
p urc ha s ing  to e a s e  c os t b a rrie rs .

G u id a nc e  on  le v e ra g ing fe d e ra l a nd  
p rovinc ia l re s ourc e s .

S u s ta in a bility  m e tric s  a nd  ta rg e ts  to 
c irc um ve nt g re e nwa s hing .

Ne twork  a n d  tra in ing for knowle d g e 
s ha ring  a c ros s  d e c is ion m a ke rs .

This  is  a ll a bout a c tion  a n d  e x e c u tion - the  ha rd e s t pa rt!



M e tro V a n c ou v e r  
Sus ta ina b le  Innova tion Fund

● Me tro V a nc ouve r's  Sus ta ina ble  Innova tion Fund s upports  proje c ts  tha t 
c ontribute  to s us ta ina bility  a nd  innova tion a round  wa te r a nd  wa s te . Ac tive  
proje c ts  inc lud e :

○ Ad va nc e d  re s ourc e  re c ove ry from  s lud g e  ( hyd rothe rm a l proc e s s ing  + 
a na e robic  d ig e s tion re s e a rc h, p ilot, a nd  d e m ons tra tion fa c ility)

○ G re ywa te r re us e  a nd  ra inwa te r ha rve s ting  d e m ons tra tion

○ Inte llig e nt wa te r s ys te m s  - m a king  us e  of s e ns ors  a nd  big  d a ta  a na lytic s

○ Ne xt g e ne ra tion wa te r s upply a nd  d e m a nd  pla nning  tool

https://metrovancouver.org/about-us/sustainability-innovation-fund


S DG  C on n e c t:  Un ite d  Utilitie s

● Pa rtn e rs : Unite d  Utilitie s , one  of the  la rg e s t wa te r/ wa s te wa te r c om pa nie s  in 
Eng la nd , with s upport from the  C a na d ia n Tra d e  C om m is s ione r Se rvic e  ( TC S)  
a nd  Hig h C om m is s ion of C a na d a  to the  Unite d  King d om  ( UK) .

● Foc u s : C om bine d  Se we r Ove rflows  a nd  W a te r Qua lity  

● G oa l: Explore  C a na d ia n te c hnolog y s olutions  tha t a d d re s s  wa te r q ua lity  
is s ue s  ( s uc h a s  nutrie nts , c onta m ina nts , flow m onitoring , s ourc e  prote c tion, 
a nd  tre a tm e nt proc e s s e s ) , a nd  s olutions  to im prove  the ir a bility  to a void  
ove rflows  of the ir c om bine d  s e we r s ys te m . 



W ork  W ith  Us

C a n a d a ’ s  la rg e s t w a te r  
te c h n olog y  n e tw ork

● Te c hnolog y s c outing

● Ma rke t re s e a rc h

● Proje c t d e ve lop m e nt

● Ec os ys te m  Ac c e s s



h ttp s :/ / fore s ig h tc a c .c om / w a te rn e x t

He a th e r  C roc h e tie re
h c roc h e tie re @ fores ig h tc a c .c om  
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