The Value of Water
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National Water & Wastewater Conference
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\What does it mean
to listen to water?

\What does it mean
to believe in water?

Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, 2025

Theory of Water: Nishnaabe Maps to
the Times Ahead

2024 @Lucy
Sager
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How does a snowflake become a snowpack?
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How does a shnowflake become a

snowpack?

Snowflakes start as a single
nucleated dust particle that attracts

water droplets, which freeze and turn
into crystal form.

No two are the same. Sintering is a joining.

It is a communal transformation that
creates a fabric of former snowflakes Emmm——
bonded to each other.

It is a process of changing
from a singular, angular

snowflake to a more The packed sinter snow remains long

rounded form of bonded after spring has melted the snow
crystals, or a snowpack — a around it.
denser, more compact,
linked formation.

From Leanne Betasamosake Simpson (2025) The Theory of
\Water



What can we learn from how a snowflake becomes a
snowpack?




Sintering creates !

possibility.

It is non-linear, iterative,
transformative and
adaptive.

Sintering is fractal-like,
expanding and contracting

The first thing a
snowflake does
when it lands from
the skyworld is to
join bonds, actual
physical bonds with
its neighbours.

The snow is telling me that
sintering is how Michi Saagiig
Nishnaabeg make worlds, how

we weave ourselves into the
land without destroying it.

These days, | ask myself if sintering
could play a role in grounding my
method of solidarity, in strengthening
and renewing connection across
communities struggling towards new

constellations of co-resistance.
across scales. ‘ ,

From Leanne Betasamosake Simpson (2025) The Theory of Water



Etuaptmumk - Two Eyed Seeing

*\What is the space

in between? o
- Traditional Etuaptmumk/  Western

. Ecological Two-Eyed Science
\ Knowledge Seeing



Basic truths

» Working at the watershed/ecosystem
level is the most effective way to
manage natural assets.

» Parceling out sections of a watershed
makes restoration efforts null if those
upstream pollute or mismanage their
waterways.

« Calculating ecosystem services across
an entire, connected watershed offers a
truer picture of the health and service
value of natural assets.




* Water is life, water is a gift
* Water is our relative, water is sacred
* We have a responsibility to protect the water




*“Life beings with water” p.55

*“The water on the earth today
Is the water that has always
been here and the water that
will continue to be here.” p.55

Leanne Betasamosake Simpson,
2025

Theory of Water: Nishnaabe Maps
to the Times Ahead

2024 @Lucy



“I know that entire worlds exist at
the same time and in the same
place as me in this moment. ...
They scream to me that | don't
need to remake the world; | need
only to figure out how to fit into the
cascading networks of life that I'm
already part of, in a way that
doesn’t destroy ...”

- 2024 @Les
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Theory of Water: Nishnaabe Maps to the Times Ahead -
p.87
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